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THE FIFTEENTH PF AUGUST 194?

AUGUST I5th is the birthday of free India. It
marks for her the end of an old era, the begin-
ning of a new age. But it has a significance
not only for us, but for Asia and the whole
world; for it signifies the entry into the comity
of nations of a new power with untold poten-
tialities which has a great part to play in deter-
mining the political, social, cultural and spiri-
tual future of humanity. To me personally
it must naturally be gratifying that this date
which was notable only for me because it was
my own Birthday celebrated annually by those
who have accepted my gospel of life, should
have acquired this vast significance. As a
mystic, I take this identification, not as a coin-